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	   TOWN COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, April 15, 2025 - 7:00 P.M.
1500 Palomino Avenue,
Bar Nunn, Wyoming
 
1) Roll Call: Mayor Peter Boyer called the meeting to order on Tuesday, April 15, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
The roll was called which determined the presence of a quorum.  
[bookmark: _Hlk180654420]Present: Mayor, Peter Boyer. Councilmembers: Steven Clark, Tyler Martin, Tim Ficken, and Dan Sabrosky.

2) [bookmark: _Hlk162457435]Pledge of Allegiance: The Town Council and all present stood in service to the United States Flag and pledged allegiance to the United States of America.

3) Minutes of April 1, 2025: Moved by Steven Clark, seconded by Tyler Martin, and carried without dissent to approve the minutes for April 1, 2025. 

4) Payables List for April 15, 2025: Moved by Tim Ficken, seconded by Steven Clark, and carried without dissent to approve the payables list for April 15, 2025.

5) Financial Reports: Balance Sheet, Detailed Income Statement & Trial Balance for the period ending March 2025: Moved by Tyler Martin, seconded by Steven Clark, and carried without dissent to approve the Financial Reports: Balance Sheet, Budget Income Statement & Trial Balance for the period ending March 2025.  

6) Advance Casper & Radiant Nuclear:  
Justin Farley of Advance Casper discussed an infrastructure proposal related to Radiant Industries, a company intending to build a nuclear microreactor manufacturing facility north of Westwinds Road. The proposed funding of up to $25 million from the Wyoming Business Council would support phased infrastructure development in Bar Nunn, including water, sewer, electricity, and potentially fiber.

Councilman Sabrosky questioned the justification for using public funds to support private development and emphasized the town's existing infrastructure needs. Farley clarified that the grant cap was set by the state, not Radiant or Advance Casper, and confirmed the funds would be released in phases, tied to Radiant’s milestones.

Councilmen Ficken and Councilman Martin asked about land donation and zoning. Farley confirmed that the landowner was willing to contribute property to Bar Nunn and collaborate on development goals.

Matt Wilson of Radiant Industries addressed the council, stating Radiant planned to proceed regardless of the grant outcome. The company would self-fund necessary utilities if needed. He emphasized Radiant’s intention to oversize utilities to benefit the wider community and confirmed early outreach to regional emergency services.

Chief Zahara requested to be included in emergency planning discussions, given the Bar Nunn Fire Department’s jurisdiction. Wilson agreed and promised continued coordination.

7) Attorney's Report: A written report was submitted. Attorney, Patrick Holscher was present for questions or comments from the council. 
Mr. Holscher had no significant updates beyond an arraignment matter involving ongoing litigation. He remains available to consult with the council on future legal interpretations surrounding potential land annexation and zoning changes related to Radiant’s development.

8) Engineer’s Report: A written report was submitted. Town Engineer, Ray Catellier, PE was present to answer questions or comments from the council.
Mr. Catellier reported that the playground equipment for Antelope Park was expected to arrive by the end of April, with installation tentatively scheduled for early May. He also mentioned active communication with property owners along Salt Creek, where discussions about improving drainage ditches and runoff control were ongoing. Councilman Ficken inquired if the town owned a dirt lot adjacent to Town Hall. Mr. Catellier confirmed that the lot is owned by the town and could be considered for future projects.

9) Fire Department Report: A written report was submitted. Fire Chief, Eugene Zahara, was present for questions or comments from the council.
Chief Zahara reported that interviews for three prospective firefighters were scheduled for April 23, and he encouraged council members to participate in the selection panel to ensure transparency and community alignment in hiring. He emphasized the growing need for expanded emergency planning due to increasing development in and around Bar Nunn. Zahara also mentioned preliminary discussions regarding mutual aid agreements with surrounding jurisdictions and the potential need for equipment upgrades if large-scale industrial operations like Radiant are established. He expressed appreciation for Radiant’s willingness to meet with the department and emphasized the importance of proactive collaboration.

10) Public Works Report: A written report was submitted. Head of Public Works, Dustin Smart, was present for questions or comments from the council.
Mayor Boyer inquired how the Automated Meter Infrastructure (AMI) was working. Mr. Smart reported that the AMI system is now fully functional, and that the system has already helped several residents identify and fix leaks. Mr. Smart praised its efficiency in reducing water waste. 
Mr. Smart reported that the City of Mills had the vac trailer they were purchasing from the Town of Bar Nunn.
Councilman Martin inquired about the forecast. A snowstorm was expected soon, and the public works team was ready.

11) Parks and Recreation Report: A written report was submitted. Parks and Recreation Committee Chairwoman, Virginia Wharton was present for questions or comments from the council. 
Ms. Wharton reported a highly successful Easter egg hunt, with strong attendance and positive feedback from residents. 
Preparations for the Arbor Day Celebration on April 26th and Town Cleanup Day on May 10th were well underway. The cleanup effort will focus on Salt Creek and Westwinds starting at 9 a.m. Mayor Boyer stated all participants would need to bring gloves, but the town would provide trash bags and safety vests. Councilman Ficken noted there had not been enough vests in the past and requested that Mr. Smart purchase more.

12) Emergency Preparedness: Emergency Response Coordinator, Ken Hume was present. Mr. Hume requested formal council support to create and adopt official emergency planning templates for evacuation and reunification. These templates would enable the town to apply for state and federal preparedness grants. He also emphasized the importance of defining Bar Nunn’s role in county-wide emergency operations planning.

13) Petitions and Public Comment:  Representative Bill Allemand (House District 58) expressed significant concerns regarding the transparency, legality, and implications of the Radiant Industries project. He cited Article 16, Section 6 of the Wyoming State Constitution, which prohibits municipalities from loaning credit or making donations to corporations. He questioned whether the use of public funds through the Wyoming Business Council to assist with infrastructure for a private business could constitute a violation of that clause. He further expressed concern about the potential presence of spent nuclear fuel near residential communities and asked what guarantees would be in place to ensure it would not be stored in Bar Nunn. He indicated that while Radiant representatives had offered reassurances, more legal review and public involvement were needed before such a major project could proceed.
Representative Allemand also raised questions about the tax-exempt status of Radiant Industries, their military contracts, and how that might limit local oversight. He asked that the Town Council proceed with caution and transparency and noted he would be initiating a district-wide public survey and monthly town halls to gather constituent feedback moving forward.

Ken Hume, Emergency Operations Coordinator, encouraged residents to directly engage with Natrona County Commissioners to ensure Bar Nunn's needs were addressed. He emphasized the importance of ensuring the town received its fair share of county resources and attention in development conversations, especially in light of proposed industrial projects.

Devin Olsen, a resident of the Homa Hills area, voiced support for Radiant Industries. He stated that after reviewing available safety information, he felt confident in the reactor design and security protocols. Olson emphasized the potential for high-paying jobs, new infrastructure, and increased local revenue. He urged others to look at the long-term benefits and not allow fear to delay economic opportunity.

Bryan Clines, a Bar Nunn resident, stated that he previously attempted to establish a shooting range and family-oriented recreational facility in the town but was denied support or funding. He expressed frustration that Radiant, a private corporation from outside the community, was being considered for grant-supported infrastructure. Clines questioned why local business proposals weren’t prioritized and warned that placing a nuclear facility near homes could lower property values and increase emergency response risks.

Jennifer Hopkins, a Bar Nunn resident, asked for clarification regarding the grant structure and whether the Town Council would need to formally approve the project. Mayor Boyer explained that while the grant itself was not managed by the town, future steps such as annexation and permitting would involve council decisions. Hopkins emphasized the need for residents to be kept informed at every stage.

Andrea Boyer, a local resident, said she had begun researching property value trends near nuclear energy sites and found preliminary data suggesting that values had not decreased and in some cases had increased. She stated she would continue collecting information and planned to present a report at an upcoming meeting. She also mentioned potential job training partnerships and youth engagement opportunities if Radiant were to locate in Bar Nunn.

Matt Wilson, representing Radiant Industries, responded to the public comments by explaining that Radiant had chosen the location after narrowing a list of regional options in early 2025. He said outreach began as soon as a site was selected and acknowledged that more community engagement was needed. He confirmed that spent fuel from microreactors would be stored in above-ground, reinforced casks compliant with NRC (Nuclear Regulatory Commission) regulations, and would not involve reprocessing or high-volume storage. He invited residents to attend an upcoming event at the Science Zone in Casper to learn more about nuclear energy and Radiant’s mission. Wilson reiterated that Radiant would continue to operate transparently and engage with local agencies on emergency preparedness and infrastructure needs.

14) Council Business: 
A)   Discussion – NextEra Energy: 
Mayor Boyer gave an update regarding his recent discussion with a NextEra representative. He noted that the company had made changes to the location of the battery storage facility, moving it farther south away from the Bar Nunn town boundary. He stated that the solar project was still in the planning phases and that the proposed start of construction was in May 2026.
Mayor Boyer also mentioned a decades-old proposal to extend Westwinds Road to the airport. He said this extension could become more relevant if the solar project grows in scale or if the company pursues future expansions.

B)   Discussion – Meat Packing Facility: 
Meriwether Meats expressed interest in establishing a meat processing facility in the CADA building on the north end of Tonkowa Trail. Mayor Boyer toured their Riverton location and noted cleanliness and professionalism but expressed concerns about odor and increased truck traffic. Councilman Ficken opposed locating the facility near homes.

C)   Back-up Generator for Town Hall:
Mayor Boyer reintroduced the topic of acquiring a diesel backup generator previously owned by the Department of Health. The generator was appraised for $45,000. Ray Catellier explained that total costs could range from $70,000 to $85,000 depending on whether the automatic transfer switch is included. He noted that installation would involve pouring a concrete pad and completing electrical work. Councilman Ficken suggested staging the project by installing the pad this year and budgeting for installation in the following fiscal year. Mayor Boyer preferred completing the full installation at once, citing minimal additional cost for electrical work. Catellier added that a new generator would cost more than $85,000, not including the switch. Councilman Clark mentioned that the B220 model currently sells for $63,000 without the switch. Catellier stated the switch was likely included but would verify. The council agreed to revisit the matter during budget planning.

D)   Miscellaneous Business:
Councilman Ficken emphasized the importance of economic diversification in Bar Nunn and expressed long-term support for infrastructure investments that would make the town more attractive to businesses. Mayor Boyer echoed the need for forward-looking development and acknowledged the importance of weighing public sentiment carefully.

15) Adjournment: Moved by Steven Clark, seconded by Tyler Martin, and carried without dissent that there being no further business the meeting of April 15, 2025, be adjourned, at 8:39 P.M. 
   


                                                                                               _______________________________________
	  Peter Boyer, Mayor
ATTEST: (seal)





							    ________________________________________					                                               Kalista Schwarzrock, Town Clerk-Treasurer
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